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1. Religion and Politics: conceptual distinction 
 

Religion Politics 

Internal Rule/Authority/Order: 
Faith/Belief/Conscience/Moral 

External Rule/Authority/Order: 
Conduct/Action/Force/Power 

Religious doctrines materialized as 
concrete/substantial norms  

Political power operates with 
moral/ethical reasons 

 
 
2. The Case of Christianity  
 
1) Religion as Persönlichkeitsmoral (fundamental refutation of valorization or 

absolutization of the secular/social/political world) 
2) The Principle of Serving Others (prohibition of the life as a recluse) 
3) Intrinsic and indispensable tensions between moral and power (due to 1 + 2) 
4) Cf. absolute theocracy (the unification of moral and power); Jewish kingdom under 

Torah and medieval Islam under shari’ah; Greek and Roman polities under 
conventional laws  

 
 
3. Medieval Christianity in Theory: Thomism [Cf. ENS ET AETERNITAS]) 

a. The Medieval Philosophy as an attempt to reconcile  
the Christian Revelation and the Greek Philosophy 

i. “fides quaerens intellectum” (the belief that pursues understanding) 
ii. “credo ut intelligam” (I believe in order to understand) 
iii. Philosophy as ancilla theologiae (with positive connotation) 

b. The Truth (which is ultimately one) 
i. veritas revelata  
ii. veritas revelata et cognita  
iii. veritas cognita 

c. The Truth (continued) 
i. Revealed Truth (on God: trinity, love of God, redeemer, incarnatio christi,  

etc; on Man: imago Dei, peccatum originale, life of grace, resurrection, etc) 
ii. Truth of Reason (on God: existence, indefiniteness, perfectiveness,  

Creator, etc; on Man: personality, spirituality, pursuing absolute truth and 
absolute good, freedom, basic principles of ethics, etc) 

d. Aquinas’s teleological and existential metaphysics 
i. “hen kai pan” (one and all) 
ii. ens (being): essentia (essence; quid est) + esse (existence; esse in actu) 
iii. “ens est.” (the being is) and “ens est intelligibile.” (the being is cognizable) 

1. Cf. Greek philosophy: essentialism (confused ens with essentia) 
2. Cf. What if absolutizing esse? Ended up with nihilism, encountering  
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nothingness 
iv. Representation and Reality 

1. ordo intentionalis is not ordo realis 
2. epistemology and logic cannot prove that real world exists 
3. philosophy of epistemology would end with skepticism  

e. God and Man 
i. The relationship  

1. Of the created to the Creator: necessary and practical 
2. Of the Creator to the created: accidental and idea 

ii. To humans, the purpose of the creation always remains mysteries. 
1. ratio ordinis in finem: appears to humans creatio, providentia,  

conservatio, gubernatio, etc. 
iii. Stages 

1. status innocentiae 
2. peccatum originale 
3. incarnatio christi (redemption) 
4. completion of redemption in the individual level 

iv. Toward God 
1. appetitus naturalis (according to telos) 
2. toward bonum ipsum, bonum universale, bonum absolutum, which  

is God 
3. first principle of morality: “bonum faciendum, malum vitandum” 

v. Man as an animal rationalis  
1. intellectus and voluntas (object: verum and bonum, respectively) 
2. libertas (spontaneitas and autonomia) 

a. ibertas specificationis 
b. libertas actionis 
c. libertas arbitrium 

i. actus voluntatis elicitus is not identical to actus voluntas  
imperatus 

 
 
4. Medieval Christianity in Practice: the sacralization of the secular and the 

secularization of the sacred 

 

Religion - Politics 

(Christian) Church = (Roman) Empire  

Coexistence of Church - Feudal pre-States 

Religion: permeated, embedded, in the 
secular world 

Politics: authorized, sanctioned or even 
directly conducted by religious 
authorities 
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5. The Reformation  
 

Return to the principal distinction between  
Religion and Politics with the emphasis on the former: 

General 
Agreement 

! The main purpose was to recover or re-emphasize the 
Christian faith as Persönlichkeitsmoral, i.e. the de-
secularization of religion. It is one the most important 
foundation of modern individualism. But it also gave rise to 
two distinct subsequent byproducts. 

! The Reformers provided their own accounts of the secular 
world. (See Luther, Calvin, Müntzer below.) 

! Their attempts prompted, wittingly or unwittingly, the 
subsequent de-sacralizing process of politics, meaning, they 
made a contribution to the following secular analyses of 
secular power. 

on distinction ! Fundamental: b/w christians 
(spiritual/heaven) and pagans 
(secular/earth)  

M. Luther 
 

on Christians and 
their subordination  
to secular power 

! Christians do not need any secular 
sword since they are ruled by spiritual 
government of Christ. But secular power 
should be held in honor and awe by 
everyone (including Christians). 

! From his assumption (or belief) that 
Christians do not have any secular 
interests for themselves, Luther jumped 
to his conclusion that all should obey 
their secular ulers. Why? 

! In fact, everything created by God is 
good including secular power. Christians 
should not forbid or abolish it, they rather 
confirm it.  

! Most importantly point, every Christian 
should devote their lives to the service of 
others (neighbors). They obey their 
rulers precisely for the sake of others 
who should be ruled by law and sword. 
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Return to the principal distinction between  
Religion and Politics with the emphasis on the former: 

General 
Agreement 

! The main purpose was to recover or re-emphasize the 
Christian faith as Persönlichkeitsmoral, i.e. the de-
secularization of religion. It is one the most important 
foundation of modern individualism. But it also gave rise to 
two distinct subsequent byproducts. 

! The Reformers provided their own accounts of the secular 
world. (See Luther, Calvin, Müntzer below.) 

! Their attempts prompted, wittingly or unwittingly, the 
subsequent de-sacralizing process of politics, meaning, they 
made a contribution to the following secular analyses of 
secular power. 

 on the extent of 
secular authority 

! No command for the soul since what he 
believes is a matter for each individual’s 
conscience. 

! Re whatever belongs to the temporal 
kingdom, man can have power from 
God; Re whatever belongs to the eternal 
kingdom, it is Lord of heaven alone who 
governs. 

! Prince should serve people based on 
prudence, wisdom, reasons. 

! Prince is a rare bird in heaven. It is not 
impossible to be both a prince and a 
Christian, but it’s very rare. 

 

J. Calvin on distinction ! Quite distinct yet not incompatible: b/w 
the spiritual/internal and secular 
government 
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Return to the principal distinction between  
Religion and Politics with the emphasis on the former: 

General 
Agreement 

! The main purpose was to recover or re-emphasize the 
Christian faith as Persönlichkeitsmoral, i.e. the de-
secularization of religion. It is one the most important 
foundation of modern individualism. But it also gave rise to 
two distinct subsequent byproducts. 

! The Reformers provided their own accounts of the secular 
world. (See Luther, Calvin, Müntzer below.) 

! Their attempts prompted, wittingly or unwittingly, the 
subsequent de-sacralizing process of politics, meaning, they 
made a contribution to the following secular analyses of 
secular power. 

on Christians and 
their subordination 
to secular power 

! Kings come about by the providence of 
God since all power exists by divine 
ordinance. There are also some benefits 
of civil order itself: upholding a public 
form of religion.  

! And civil authority is not merely a holy 
and legitimate vacation, but by far the 
most sacred and honorable of all human 
vocations. 

! Different regions might be governed by 
different sorts of regime, though 
aristocracy is the most preferable. 

! Bringing about upheavals or changes 
would not merely be a stupid but also a 
pernicious idea. 

 

on the extent of 
secular authority 

! Magistrates should foster and protect the 
external worship of God. 

! At God’s command, they should be 
avenged on evildoers. (love justice and 
hate iniquity) 

T. Müntzer on distinction ! Acknowledged the distinction yet more 
emphasized that everything is under 
divine Words and Deeds. Earthly life 
revolves around into the heavenly. 
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Return to the principal distinction between  
Religion and Politics with the emphasis on the former: 

General 
Agreement 

! The main purpose was to recover or re-emphasize the 
Christian faith as Persönlichkeitsmoral, i.e. the de-
secularization of religion. It is one the most important 
foundation of modern individualism. But it also gave rise to 
two distinct subsequent byproducts. 

! The Reformers provided their own accounts of the secular 
world. (See Luther, Calvin, Müntzer below.) 

! Their attempts prompted, wittingly or unwittingly, the 
subsequent de-sacralizing process of politics, meaning, they 
made a contribution to the following secular analyses of 
secular power. 

on hierarchical 
relationships b/w 
the power 
(religious or 
secular) and the 
powerless  

! The poor (commoners) had been 
deceived by the scribes since they were 
not able to read. 

! But the most important thing for 
Christians is to have true Christian faith, 
which we can only achieve through our 
urges for salvation with trembling fears. 
Not Scripture but God alone gives us 
faith. 

! Real faith is almost impossible, equally 
to the scribes and the poor.  

 

on secular 
authority 
condemned 

! God gave the world lords and princes in 
his wrath and he will get rid of them 
again in his vehemence. 

! The mighty pursues a long and pleasure-
filled life. God despises the powerful and 
mighty, while he accepts for his service 
the small. That is God’s way of working. 

! Faith will be given only to the poor in 
spirit who also recognize their unbelief in 
fear. 

 
 


